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Elkn Allicn, bom Ellen Fraatz, September 16,
1973, is one af the most productive musicians of
Berlin's clecrronic music scene. After an exemded
stay in London, sround 1993, she dj'd in Berdin
chabs like Fischlabor and Tresor, and ar partics,
wsing the name Hpicch Conrol, starting a label
with the same mame in 1997, Since then, she's
become one of the hottest peosucers in the
mdustry. Constandy traveling the globe, her
label has ssued more than a handred albuns,
mcluding her own full-length Stedikind (2001),
Beritnrtte (2003) anel recentdy Toraly (2005), Her
label & also home of wechno artss Kild,
Modeseleknor, Paul Kalkbrenner, Sascha Fusike,
Smash TV, and Feade, o name a fow. Ellen
Alkien 15 now working on a clothing line, called
EAE.

YAN CEH — Whar did yon manr te do when you
DeTE & fenT

ELLEMN ALLIEN — Cnce, while walking dewn
the street, | maw a girl driving a big double bus,
b was 20 incredible o me, | wanted o do it
myself, For years that was my decam, o beoome

a tnzs driver,

YAN CEH — Ca yow tallk abond yowr chibibood?
You aften speak abour your morher, but revely about
your father:

ELLEN ALLIEN — My father left when | was
twon. For years, he took care of me on Satmdays,
Every weekend | went o his place, bur [ got
ored of it when [ got older, because | wanted v
play with my fricnds on weekends, S0 we began
fo see cach other once a month. He was an
architece, but also inte music—he had a piano,
and he gave me my first guitar. Later be moved
wutsidle of Berlin, And since then, T haven'r seen
& bt of hima, Some tme ago he left 3 message on
my barthiday, bot 1 dighn's call back, Mow 1 have a
new family, the Bpinch family, And you know, my
mother and my sister wnderstand what I'm
duang,

YAN CEH — What bad you been disteming to?
ELLEN ALLIEN — | think it was David Bowic
and MNina Hagen. My parents listened wo them,
scumlly.

YAN CEH — Yoo mere fucy. My family libed
Supertramp and Dive Steaitr. Whilke | was into
Michael Jackwn.

FLLEN ALLTEN — 1 had lot of singles,
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Loving the Allien

because people from my family  diseribuped
records for jukchores, They would give me the
anes they replsced. So 1 got all the hiv singles all
the tme. 1 got Bowics records because a cousin
Iost her passion for him when she discovered

Bomey M. [Baghs]

YAN CEH — Bur bver did your actually get into
LT

ELLEN ALLIEM — There was an argan in my
methers house, which T played by nosclf. My
sister was never home, and being bored and
lonely [ began w play the organ. When you're a

ki, it fun wee Bl things by yorself, sithour

reachers, Playing the organ was a way 1o find
myself, 1 was six, Bup when | got to secondary
schaood, | stopped playing music. Years lager |
went o clubs with my older sisrer. [ was really
oo young, abouwt 11 or 12, but | danced for
howrs in clubs, Then 1 left my mam’s house 1o
five in a squar, a clean, conl squar, with my
boyfriend, who plaved in a band that did Afsean
o, | painted, dil ercative stafl, aml was
grming away from my parcoss, My grandmother
said T should ger a boyfriend with a car. And
Irecause my boyfriend was black, she wondered if
I wasn't afraicd of him, With our history, | was
ashamed to hear ber say that. s

YAN CEH — [ yow raik abour Bistery wich your
gramdmatber?

ELLEN ALLIEN — 5he never wlls o me
alsour the past, She jusr says she wasn't inro it
when it happened.

VAN CEH — Do yor thind: s moae amare of whar
iy went ani

ELLEM ALLIEN — 1 think s, Beocause
everyhody was required o read Hiders book,
Mein Kaopf, and everything he was about was
written in that book, So | can’t believe it when
older Germans say they were nor informed, or
that they did not know about whar was

happening.

VAN CEH — Whar do yow shink of the Geemin
vk growp Mewmsicn  wrag oesepe by Lewd
Ricfensehad for tie Third Reick in their mssic video?

ELLEN ALLIEN — They're not aboust fascism,
| think Leni Ricfensthal can’t only be labeled the
phowgrapher of the Third Beich, She did so
much ather stuff.

VAN CEH — o, bwr for choir wocic vide,
Ruraermerteive took the favager of the Thivd Rk,
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ELLEN ALLIEN — It was a mnistake... 1 hope
YAN CEH — W, and muaybe they're playing =itk
fere. ek fike Mortlyn Meswn ples =od fasm
vagery wlile anng belr agatast foton. Baf oighty
pereeny ol iy pubiic are P-year-eld-kids, awd | do't
thrak rhey really wderstand tbe differonee. Thee'ne
il hb TRy,

FLLEN ALLIEN — Yamh OfF coursc its
dangerous. | also have how miliary clothes, and
the wrend amached o them, have ruled Faskion
fior years now,

VAN CEH — Bur Bob Marley aloany were
Livrmman wiilitary facketr—imore dF o provecdram o
do warke faurt of rhews. Curiresbomeg did ri too.

ELLEN ALLIEN — But I don't like it anywig
OFf course Bob Marley or Cainshourg weee
special cases. Bur nsually theres no provocation
or fun in wearing a military jacket, miliary
pants, Penple choose thar bocase they'ne boeel
of brands. 3

VAN CEH — Whar are yowr taflwences?
ELLEN ALLIEM — [ think the higgest was the
fall af the Wall in Beslin, in 1789, As a politiell
and social movernent, it was maylse my only T
influence. MNobody, not a movie, not 2 song cn
give me this feeling... 1 missed the Fink Floyd
concert at the time. Because of thar evene [
becamie a [3] and ereared this music label, Before
that, it wis very strange 0o live in @ city om ia
half, with people being opprescd, forhidden m
read the magazines or watch Western pelevision.
East Ciermany had g0 watch, reail and listen o
East (eerman media. | ehink when the Wall il
dovwn we fele like people did in 1968, o :nlht
seventies with the sexus] and sockal revoluton

YAN CFH — Which hradr inspired you?
ELLEN ALLIEN — I really liked the MNeue
Dewmnsche Welle, The New CGerman Wave, and
Krafrwerk, Andreas Doran,  Einstirzende
MNeubaaten, Tho—they changed my way o
thinking abowt musie,

YAN CEH — Aud Gani
ELLEN ALLIEN — [ was 1o young for Cane
Bur 1 liked the minimal side of those bands §
also liked Depeche Mode.

YAN CEH — Aud mavier? i
ELLEN ALLIEN — I like them bat P notsg
much inte them. 1 liked the first Afien,

YAN CEH — Ir shar where o Pl your nam






ELLEN ALLIEN — No. Somehsdy gave me
thae mame because I used to do music and modzes

that scunded like sommbiracks !'(.:-' miovies ik
frreatse, the musical

VAN CEH — Jf your Busd to define yowr fiabed, Fepitet
Carrrod, J'.-.-_.'-.-ur maride, =har .-_-.,.m-,-';n,l'q-_r [
ELLEN ALLIEN — 1.) Movement 2.) Modern
1.} Tsland 3.1 l.'|'-|1i:a|ir|n_'|_

YaN CEH

reprercinbniepe @f o

Fow avmd yomwr wcc e Ty
gerit. i Berfim
irpartaaty Hecrmr ofber avtier in electronts e
tead tm e theie rosds il Dafr Proek for exswple:
they mever tricd or Eaated fo regrenenl Paris, o
Frawce. Tivey don't ciere abort where vthey've from.

ELLEN ALLIEN — For me, Berlin was and is
i reflectson of myself. It a very strong sign for

Heriin

. And of cowrse, there 15 Inrermer. With the
weh, you are connected 1o the world. Before the
Invermet, we did not know how hig the world
wis, But ar the same e, its inportant for me
to know where I'm coming from and what |
stand for, Berlin is the city [ live in and Jove
Iheres so many things poing on in Berdin. It has
the biggest art and electronic scene in the world.
| won't sy ivs the best. But it’s one of the most
interesting. And Berlin is an exsy cioe v get into,
I et |'H.!n|,li;'. It a kindd of freedom o ty, and
one of the cheapest in Europe,
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YAN CEH — Ir Bpirch Cortrof pobitical?
ELLEM ALLIEM
involved in whars going on.in Germ T |
support Gerhard Schegder. His poliical pary,
the SPD, i the best we coald have, even i 1
would like 5 v be more Green—I like the
Cireen Party?!

O course, T'm really

YAN CEH
o the Bl weloine rhat yom part ar fiar of frsdion
J"“.."J' 1ch Iy im Berdin, like @ aiyde Hr.‘.l|ll|'_ =tth
Comemre der Craryem, ALPC

ELLEN ALLIEN I lake tashion, and | like
some brands, but right now I'm working Bke »
dog an my own brand, EAE, which will be

= Are your fnberenied i Exibion? | read

available soom, 1 think. Iiks guing o be like o
bemieal derivarive of the music

YAN CEH
VAR EERT mal O SRR e T
ELLEN ALLIENW
poen? [laughs]

g maild s 'f'”-"'n'. Fulay ‘.|l

I dont know Lnirmal

YAN CEH — A ihore oiber pdeces it eorkd
o fazed

ELLEMN ALLIEN — Like everybody [ know, |
like Paris. | abso like Barcelona, lakyn, London
andl. Montpellisr!

TAN CEH

b yaier e, anbat 'y e
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the =TF N AT YO W DR ar she .'u.'}m
ared Becp phve yrics work e the sy,

ELLEM ALUIEN — | always Lry to make me
for the listener. | think ir's impormane o
people put what they wane ineo the music, ol
themn dream.

YAN CEH Iesines elecvrowese mrase, wial remn
dape yorr bevit {erteniung raf

ELLEN ALLIEN — I've been listening to
last Coldplay, the Maximo Park albam, ihe Py
Uine e.p and m.ia, a sirprisiiyg English by
'H.II'I'_I:I'F

YAN CEH — Ko were yokiangy abewr parmgrio
Perere, bave mvawe seriawily, shar do yow phink o af
ELLEXN ALLIEN -
:lﬂlllr-\. alone in s hone] mosdn. ||_1|'||;]1i.|

Porng ix nor haid wh

YAN CEH — I pou sbiok you'll do techno
efestromic mrar ol your 8fe, or ol you sy ity |
.|lh'.'|-,'.|'|."'_: i

ELLEN ALLIEN — Something always brin
mie back to elecironic misic. So 1 don't see wh
ather kind of music T woubd do






